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GRAND GESTURE
AAU inline hockey goaltender shows great sportsmanship.

Posted: July 05, 2006 11:17PM; Updated: July 16, 2006 10:17PM

by Ian Mackie

Sometimes winning isn't everything at Amateur Athletic Union events. 

Recently, at an AAU National High School Inline Hockey Championship game in St. Louis, Missouri,
California's Marina beat Missouri's Northwest, 3-1. Trophies, medals, and individual awards had just been
presented to the teams.
 
As both teams positioned themselves for team photos, Marina's Joey Laricchia approached Dave Thomas,
goaltender of the opposing Northwest Team. Laricchia received the tournament's Top Goaltender Award
after allowing only three goals in four games and one in the finals.

However,Laricchia so felt Dave's performance deserved more recognition that he stopped Thomas and
gave him the Top Goaltender Trophy he had just won instead.
 
As Laricchia said, "I faced hardly any shots; you were the best goalie this weekend!" Thomas was shocked, to say the least, but graciously accepted
the award from Laricchia.
 
Asked later why he responded as such, Laricchia mentioned what his mother, recently deceased, has always taught him, and "put it to use" by giving
the trophy to Thomas.
 
"He deserved it more than I did and I can proudly say that I did something good for my mother," Laricchia said.
The AAU's mission statement is: "To offer amateur sports programs through a volunteer base for all people to have the physical, mental, and moral
development of amateur athletes and to promote good sportsmanship and good citizenship."
 
What an unforgettable instance of sportsmanship, and one that truly lives up to the AAU vision.
 
Ian Mackie is the commissioner of the Missouri Inline Hockey Association.
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